Parish Update July 2011

Cabinet Restructure

Since May there has been a restructure in Cabinet Member portfolios

Cllr Tracey Chapman, is the new Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation taking over from Cllr Hume who will act as a Deputy to the Leader

Cllr Kevin Bentley, has taken over Recycling and Waste from Tracey’s old portfolio and is also responsible for Economic Development

The other significant change is Cllr Lucas taking responsibility for the Environment in addition to Culture

Transformation:

The Council’s Transformation Programme which was launched in October 2009 and aims to reduce our annual budget by £300M by April 2013.

 There are five main planks to Essex’s Transformation:

1. Procurement – improving the value for money we get from external contracts, as well as managing demand and identifying new market opportunities.

2. New Ways of Working – A programme of radical cultural, technological and structural change, and making best use of our assets.

3. Productivity – Improving service efficiency and identifying areas to work more quickly or economically without affecting results.

4. Partnership and Service Redesign – Commissioning wok together with other partners, redesigning and modernising our services.

5. Sharing and Trading Services – Working with partners to share services, and trading with other organisations to generate income to the county.

Adults, Health and Community Wellbeing 

· Dilnot Commission of Inquiry – recommendation from Government that there is a cap of around £35K for the amount people have to pay for their care.   

· ECC has responded swiftly to the emerging proposals from Government on the Health and Social Bill and made good progress in encompassing the new arrangements for Public Health and Health and Wellbeing Boards. 

Schools, Children and Families

· The subsidy for Home to School transport for faith schools is to be considered by Cabinet in July 2011.
The Economy

· Essex’s Buy With Confidence scheme, helping residents to find reliable traders and businesses in the county. You can search for approved traders at www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk. 
· The number of apprentices has risen by more than 44% over the last academic year, as the Council’s scheme has created 1,360 new places across the county. 
· Essex businesses are encouraged to apply for funding to help with training needs through the ‘Beyond 2010’ programme. Over 1,000 businesses in the East of England could benefit. To find out more visit www.beyond2010.co.uk. 

Transport and Infrastructure

· Since 1 April 2011 ECC has devolved on-street parking enforcement to two parking partnerships so to provide localised decision making on parking, signage and lining, plus delivering significant efficiency savings. 

· The North partnership consists of Colchester, Uttlesford, Epping, Harlow, Tendring, Braintree. 
· Essex will roll-out a new street lighting system this Autumn which will enable part-night lighting (lights off between 12-5am) to significantly reduce carbon emissions and energy. 

· There will be full consultation with Parishes on this before any further action is taken and there is a list of exemption criteria where lights will not be turned off (high streets, key transport hubs). 

· In June ECC Cabinet approved its new Local Transport Plan (2011-2015)  

Community 

· The Government White Paper on Localism is currently going through Parliament

· The County Council has published a Big Society prospectus – ‘Good for Essex’ – which details the actions being taken to promote the Big Society in Essex. 

· It can be read online at Read it online on the County Council website (http://bit.ly/goodforessex).

· The prospectus also announces a £1.4m Big Society Fund to be controlled by local communities, for local communities – visit www.essex.gov.uk/inspiringideas for more information and to submit ideas for funding.

· All Essex’s libraries will remain open, though with some changed hours. For details on the changes in hours please visit
· For details on the changes in hours please visit - http://www.essex.gov.uk/Libraries-Archives/Libraries/Pages/Essex-Libraries.aspx.

· The London 2012 Games Open Weekend is taking place 22-24 July. 

· ECC have provided grants of up to £250 for rural community groups to hold sporting/cultural events – more info can be found at www.essexlegacy.org/openweekend.

· www.visitessex.com has a host of ideas for a great day out in Essex.

David M Finch
Member for Hedingham









